
My father  i s  a  ret i red soldier  f rom the U .S .  Army and my mother  i s  a  natura l ized American Cit izen f rom the
Phi l ippines .  Growing up in  a  mixed American-F i l ip ino household meant  that  I  o f ten spent  t ime in  two di f ferent
wor lds .  I  have lots  of  fond memories  gorging mysel f  on F i l ip ino foods such as  adobo,  lumpia ,  pancit  and halo-
halo ,  but  I  a lso  love a  good ol ’  Fourth of  July  BBQ!  I  spent  my chi ldhood enjoy ing Disney cartoons l ike  many of
my f r iends ,  but  a lso  laughing at  F i l ip ino comedy movies  with my mother ;  the funny thing is  that  I  cannot  speak
Tagalog but  the humor and jokes  carr ied through the language barr ier .  These exper iences  have real ly  shaped my
worldv iew and given me a  perspect ive  that  va lues  divers i ty .

Whi le  l i v ing overseas ,  I  a lso  witnessed f i rs t -hand that  many in  the wor ld do not  exper ience the same opportunity
that  we are  g iven here in  the United States .  There i s  a  level  of  hardship in  the wor ld that  many wi l l  never  see or
understand,  and seeing this  real ly  helped me appreciate  what  we have here at  home.  However ,  what  we have
did not  mani fest  out  of  th in  a i r .  I t  i s  the result  of  people  working hard and working together ,  people  that  d id
not  quit  no matter  how the odds were stacked against  them;  such as  when Larry  I t l iong worked with Cesar
Chavez to  unite  F i l ip ino and Mexican farmworkers  to  f ight  for  better  working condit ions .  

I  f i rmly  bel ieve that  d ivers i ty  br ings  unique exper iences  and perspect ives  to  the table ,  and that  d ivers i ty  of
thought  leads to  innovat ive  so lut ions  to  problems.  This  f rame of  mind has  served me wel l  whi le  growing up        
in  two wor lds ,          and i t  serves  me wel l  work ing at  the Internat ional  Boundary  and Water  Commiss ion .         
I  ce lebrate           my mult icultura l  her i tage by  endeavor ing to  l i ve  a  l i fe  that  celebrates  d ivers i ty         
and creates                        a  culture  where everyone has  an equal  chance to  succeed.
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